DESCRIPTIVE OUTLINES *

The descriptive outline (developed by Kenneth Bruffee) . . . involves a careful
mini-analysis of the meaning and function of each paragraph [in a piece of writing].
Here are the steps.

For the whole piece:

* Write a “says” sentence: a one-sentence summary of what the whole piece
is saying --its main point.

* Write a “does” sentence: a one-sentence summary of what the whole piece
is doing or trying to do or accomplish with readers.

Do the same for each paragraph or section:
* Write a “says” or summary sentence.

- * Write a “does”sentence that tells how that paragraph or section is
functioning in the strategy of the whole essay, or what it is trying to do to
readers. : 4

It's not so easy to write these sentences--especially “does” sentences which explain
the function a paragraph is performing. Here is an example of a “does” sentence:

This paragraph introduces an objection that some readers might feel, and
then tries to answer that objection.

Avoid letting your “does” sentence just summarize or repeat your “says” sentence.
The key is to keep out of your “does” sentence any mention of the content of the
paragraph. You shouldn’t be able to tell from a “does” sentence whether the essay is
about cars or ice cream.

Here is an ineffective “does” sentence=-it’s really just a disguised “says” sentence:

This paragraph states the idea that women’s liberation has affected -men more
than it has women. :

To fix it, remove any mention of any of the ideas in the paragraph--and talk only

about form or function:

This paragraph introduces the main point of the essay in a way that tries to
surprise the reader or violate his expectations.

* Excerpted from Sharing and Responding, by Peter Elbow and Pat Belanoff (New
York: Random House, 1989), 38-39.




Sample “Does” statements:
vocabulary for academics writing about readings

Note-- this is only a sample of possibilities, not an exhaustive list. The items on the list are not
mutually exclusive; a paragraph usually does more than one of these things at the same time;
keep this in mind as you try to articulate what a particular paragraph is doing in an essay.

‘types of things that a paragraph might do:

tells a story; narrates gives examples (use this sparingly)

proposes an alternate solution explains (use this sparingly)

lists; catalogues; itemizes; enumerates gives a description; describes (use this sparingly)
shows how something is done shows why something is done

analyzes; takes apart something provides reasons, evidence, support

provides a syllogism : cites an authority; refers to...

provides inductive reasoning . offers a hypothesis; makes an educated guess
compares; contrasts criticizes alternate positions

defines a term projects the future

supports with statistics anticipates possible criticism from others
uses an analogy to... qualifies the argument; concedes points
defends an idea paraphrases

introduces reiterates; restates

summarizes appeals to a reader's emotions

invokes imagery shocks its reader

evaluates; explains why something is good or bad, or what it is good or bad for
synthesizes; puts multiple ideas together and shows their relationship

establishes context of an argument; gives a history or background needed to understand an
argument; contextualizes

general vocabulary for discussing how a reading works

shows suggests defends

explains criticizes offers

gives attacks proposes .
provides chalienges . argues

supplies - supports describes

claims hypothesizes reasons

concludes
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